
PETITION SEEKING PROPERTY JUSTICE FOR CHURCH 
CONGREGATIONS 

 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY of New South 
Wales in Parliament Assembled:  The petitioners and citizens of New South Wales humbly request that 
the Legislative Assembly support certain amendments to the Uniting Church in Australia Act (1977) 
NSW, observing the following: 
 

1. The amendments seek to statutorily recognise, uphold and protect the property rights of a 
congregation that chooses to disassociate from the Uniting Church in Australia (UCA);  

 
2. The NSW Synod of the UCA has declined to recognize the property rights of departing 

congregations.  The Synod maintains that it would be legally unable to give recognition to the 
property rights of such congregations.  This position has been sustained despite representations 
by members of the Uniting Church that the Synod act fairly towards departing congregations by 
allowing them property justice; 

 
3. It is asserted that the amendments are needed to afford justice to congregations that have made 

a real contribution to the life and wealth of the UCA: basically, to give these congregations a 
right to a “fair go”.  Currently, the legislation does not provide any scope for the property rights 
of such congregations as all property is vested under the Uniting Church in Australia Act (1977) 
NSW. 

 
And your petitioners request that the House support amendments to the Uniting Church in Australia 
Act (1977) NSW to ensure that the moral and legal rights of a congregation, disaffiliated from the 
Uniting Church, are protected and, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
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Sign your own name.  Do not print. 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

   
 

SIGNATURES ON FRONT ONLY  
Please return all completed petitions to a Member of the Legislative Assembly (see back page). 

Prepared by Rev Stephen Estherby for Evangelical Members of the Uniting Church (E.M.U.), P.O. 
Box 70 Bulli 2516 



 
 

NSW Legislative Assembly Members – Fifty-Third Parliament 
 
 
 
Allan, The Hon. Pamela Diane Wentworthville ALP  
Amery, The Hon. Richard Mount Druitt ALP  
Andrews , Ms Marie Therese Peats ALP  
Aplin, Mr Gregory John Albury Lib.  
Aquilina, The Hon. John Joseph Speaker 
Riverstone ALP  
Armstrong, The Hon. Ian Morton Lachlan NP  
Ashton, Mr Alan John East Hills ALP  
Barr, Mr David Manly Ind.  
Bartlett, Mr John Richard Port Stephens ALP  
Beamer, The Hon. Diane Mulgoa ALP  
Berejiklian, Ms Gladys Willoughby Lib.  
Black, Mr Peter Laurence Murray-Darling ALP  
Brown, Matthew James Kiama ALP  
Burney, Ms Linda Jean Canterbury ALP  
Burton, Miss Cherie Ann Kogarah ALP  
Campbell, The Hon. David Keira ALP  
Cansdell, Mr Stephen Clarence NP  
Chaytor, Mr Stephen John Macquarie Fields ALP 
Collier, Mr Barry Joseph Miranda ALP  
Constance, Mr Andrew James Bega Lib.  
Corrigan, Mr Geoffrey Camden ALP  
Crittenden, Mr Paul Ronald Wyong ALP  
D’Amore, Ms Angela Drummoyne ALP  
Daley, Mr Michael John Maroubra ALP 
Debnam, Mr Peter John Vaucluse Lib.  
Debus, The Hon. Bob Blue Mountains ALP  
Draper, Mr Peter Ross Tamworth Ind.  
Fardell, Mrs Dawn Elizabeth Dubbo Ind 
Fraser, Mr Andrew Raymond Coffs Harbour NP  
Gadiel, Ms Tanya Rachelle Parramatta ALP  
Gaudry, Mr Bryce Newcastle ALP  
George, Mr Thomas Lismore NP  
Gibson, Mr Paul Bernard Blacktown ALP  
Greene, Mr Kevin Patrick Georges River ALP  
Hancock, Mrs Shelley Elizabeth South Coast Lib.  
Hartcher, Mr Christopher Peter Gosford Lib.  
Hay, Ms Noreen Wollongong ALP  
Hazzard, Mr Bradley Ronald Wakehurst Lib.  
Hickey, The Hon. Kerry Arthur Cessnock ALP  
Hodgkinson, Ms Katrina Ann Burrinjuck NP  
Hopwood, Mrs Judith (Judy) Hornsby Lib.  
Humpherson, Mr Andrew Davidson Lib.  
Hunter, Mr Jeffrey (Jeff) Lake Macquarie ALP  
Iemma, The Hon. Morris Lakemba ALP  
Judge, Ms Dianne (Virginia) Strathfield  
Keneally, Ms Kristina Kerscher Heffron ALP  
Kerr, Mr Malcolm John Cronulla Lib.  
Lynch, Mr Paul Gerard Liverpool ALP  
McBride, The Hon. Grant Anthony The Entrance ALP  
McLeay Mr Paul Edward Heathcote ALP  
Mc Taggart, Mr Alexander John Pittwater Ind. 
Maguire, Mr Daryl William Wagga Wagga Lib.  
Martin, Mr Gerard Francis Bathurst ALP  
Meagher, The Hon Reba Paige Cabramatta ALP  
Megarrity, Ms Alison Patricia Menai ALP  
Merton, Mr Wayne Ashley 
Mills, Mr John Charles Wallsend ALP  
Moore, Ms Clover Bligh Ind.  
Morris, Mr Matthew Allan Charlestown ALP  
Newell, Mr Neville Joseph Tweed ALP  
Nori, The Hon. Sandra Christine Port Jackson ALP  
Oakeshott, Mr Robert James Port Macquarie Ind.  
O’Farrell, Mr Barry Robert Ku-ring-gai Lib.  
Orkopoulos, Mr Milton Swansea ALP  
Page, Mr Donald Loftus Ballina NP  
Paluzzano, Mrs Karyn Lesley Penrith ALP  
Pearce, Mr Paul Ronald, Coogee ALP  

 

Perry, Mrs Barbara Mazzel, Auburn ALP  
Piccoli, Mr Adrian Murrumbidgee NP  
Price, Mr John Charles Maitland ALP  
Pringle, Mr Steven Bruce Scott, Hawkesbury Lib.  
Richardson, Mr Michael John The Hills Lib.  
Roberts, Mr Anthony John Lane Cove Lib.  
Saliba, Ms Marianne Frances Illawarra ALP  
Sartor, The Hon. Frank Ernest Rockdale ALP  
Scully, The Hon. Patrick Carl, Smithfield ALP  
Seaton, Ms Peta Luise Southern Highlands Lib.  
Shearan, Mr Allan Francis Londonberry ALP 
Skinner, Mrs Jillian Gell North Shore Lib.  
Slack-Smith, Mr Ian Lindsay Barwon NP  
Souris, The Hon. George Upper Hunter NP  
Stewart, Mr Anthony (Tony) Bankstown ALP 
Stoner, Mr Andrew John, Oxley NP  
Tebbutt, The Hon. Carmel Mary Marrickville ALP 
Tink, Mr Andrew Arnold, B.A., Epping Lib.  
Torbay, Mr George Richard Northern Tablelands Ind.  
Tripodi, Mr Joseph Guerino, Fairfield ALP  
Turner, Mr John Harcourt, Myall Lakes NP 
Turner, Mr Russell William Orange NP  
Watkins, The Hon. John Arthur, Ryde ALP  
West, Mr Graham James Campbelltown ALP  
Whan, Mr Steven (Steve) James Monaro ALP 
Yeadon, The Hon. Kim Granville ALP  
 
 
Key to Party Names: 

ALP - Australian Labor Party  
IND – Independent 
LIB - Liberal Party of Australia (NSW Division) 
NP - The Nationals of Australia (NSW)  
 
 
 


