
PETITION SEEKING PROPERTY JUSTICE FOR CHURCH 
CONGREGATIONS 

 

To the Honourable the President and Members of the LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL of New South 
Wales in Parliament Assembled:  The petitioners and citizens of New South Wales humbly request that 
the Legislative Council support certain amendments to the Uniting Church in Australia Act (1977) NSW, 
observing the following: 
 

1. The amendments seek to statutorily recognise, uphold and protect the property rights of a 
congregation that chooses to disassociate from the Uniting Church in Australia (UCA);  

 
2. The NSW Synod of the UCA has declined to recognize the property rights of departing 

congregations.  The Synod maintains that it would be legally unable to give recognition to the 
property rights of such congregations.  This position has been sustained despite representations 
by members of the Uniting Church that the Synod act fairly towards departing congregations by 
allowing them property justice; 

 
3. It is asserted that the amendments are needed to afford justice to congregations that have made 

a real contribution to the life and wealth of the UCA: basically, to give these congregations a 
right to a “fair go”.  Currently, the legislation does not provide any scope for the property rights 
of such congregations as all property is vested under the Uniting Church in Australia Act (1977) 
NSW. 

 
And your petitioners request that the House support amendments to the Uniting Church in Australia 
Act (1977) NSW to ensure that the moral and legal rights of a congregation, disaffiliated from the 
Uniting Church, are protected and, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
 

NAME (PRINTED) ADDRESS 
Give your full home address 

SIGNATURE 
Sign your own name.  Do not print. 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

   
 

SIGNATURES ON FRONT ONLY  
Please return all completed petitions to a Member of the Legislative Council (see back page). 
Prepared by Rev Stephen Estherby for Evangelical Members of the Uniting Church (E.M.U.),  

P.O. Box 70 Bulli 2516 



NSW Legislative Council - Fifty-Third Parliament 
 
MEMBER PARTY  MEMBER PARTY 

Breen, The Hon. Peter, MLC Ind.  Parker, The Hon. Robyn, MLC Lib. 

Burgmann, The Hon. Dr Meredith, 
MLC 

ALP  Pavey, The Hon. Melinda, MLC NP 

Burnswoods, The Hon. Jan, MLC ALP  Pearce, The Hon. Gregory, MLC Lib. 

Catanzariti, The Hon. Tony, MLC ALP  Primrose, The Hon. Peter, MLC ALP 

Chesterfield-Evans, The Hon. Dr 
Arthur, MLC 

AD  Rhiannon, Ms Lee, MLC G 

Clarke, The Hon. David, MLC Lib.  Robertson, The Hon. Christine, MLC ALP 

Cohen, Mr Ian, MLC G  Roozendaal, The Hon. Eric, MLC ALP 

Colless, The Hon. Richard, MLC NP  Ryan, The Hon. John, MLC Lib. 

Costa, The Hon. Michael, MLC ALP  Sharpe, The Hon. Penny, MLC ALP 

Cusack, The Hon. Catherine, MLC Lib.  Tingle, The Hon. John, MLC SP 

Della Bosca, The Hon. John, MLC ALP  Tsang, The Hon. Henry, MLC ALP 

Donnelly, The Hon. Greg, MLC ALP  West, The Hon. Ian, MLC ALP 

Fazio, The Hon. Amanda, MLC ALP  Wong, The Hon. Dr Peter, MLC U 

Forsythe, The Hon. Patricia, MLC Lib.    

Gallacher, The Hon. Michael, MLC Lib.    

Gardiner, The Hon. Jenny, MLC NP    

Gay, The Hon. Duncan, MLC NP    

Griffin, The Hon. Kayee, MLC ALP    

Hale, Ms Sylvia, MLC G    

Harwin, The Hon. Don, MLC Lib.    

Hatzistergos, The Hon. John, MLC ALP    

Jenkins, The Hon. Jon, MLC ORP    

Kelly, The Hon. Tony, MLC ALP    

Lynn, The Hon. Charlie, MLC Lib.    

Macdonald, The Hon. Ian, MLC ALP    

Moyes, Reverend the Hon. Dr 
Gordon, MLC 

CDP    

Nile, Reverend the Hon. Fred, MLC CDP    

Obeid, The Hon. Eddie, MLC ALP    

Oldfield, The Hon. David, MLC Ind.    

     

 
 
 
Key to Party Names: 

AD - Australian Democrats; ALP - Australian Labor Party; CDP - Christian Democratic Party (Fred Nile group); G - Greens; IND - 
Independent; LIB - Liberal Party of Australia (NSW Division); NP - The Nationals of Australia (NSW); ORP - Outdoor Recreation 
Party; RLS - Reform the Legal System; SP - Shooters Party; U - Unity 
 
 

All Members have as their postal address:  
Parliament House, Macquarie St, Sydney, New South Wales 2000. 

 


